ne [YIESSENGER

The newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church, Sunbury, PA
“Called by faith to share Christ’'s Love with all people”

Members of Zion Lutheran Church, January 2024

It has been my pleasure to serve you as your Interim Pastor during the second half of 2023. |
wish to offer my thanks to the many of you who have made me feel very welcome during these six
months from July through December. It is amazing to think our one year agreement is half complet-
ed!

Upon my arrival on July 1, the priorities for my interim ministry have been as follows: 1) Estab-
lish a schedule of supply worship leaders, including myself, so that the worship services of Zion
would be provided for. 2) Make myself visible and available for ministry needs of the members. 3)
Begin to visit and bring communion to shut in members of the congregation. 4) Be available for dis-
cussions with congregation officers about short term needs and longer term priorities. 5) The deadly
“other duties as assigned”.

| believe these priorities have been addressed in my 2023 ministry with you. Zion is blessed to
have Kim Crissinger as an Authorized Lay Worship Leader, and we have called upon her at least
two Sundays per month during these six months. (As I write this report, we note that Kim’s recovery
from surgery will sideline her at least all of January and February of 2024.) Other pastors and lay
worship leaders have been kindly received by you at worship.

During a pastoral interim period, a congregation’s Call Committee and Officers are very fre-
quently in dialogue with the Synod Office and Bishop Miller. It is expected of the Interim Pastor to
keep their nose out of discussions regarding the pastoral vacancy, and I've done exactly that. But on
other Zion matters, I've deeply appreciated how your Council President, Linda Everitt, has “kept me
in the loop”. When asked, | have offered my thoughts on current congregation decisions. You are all
very blessed to have Linda and other dedicated congregation officers, as well as Donna Deppen in
the church office. I'd also like to thank Jonathan Moser, who has been a joy to work with in worship
leadership. Thank you for your support in ministry!

Pastor Henderson

-The above is an excerpt from the Pastor’s Report submitted, and included in, the Annual Congregational
Report for 2023. Copies of the full report are available in the Welcome Area, and outside the church office.
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Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

15 South 5th Street
PO BOX 605
Sunbury,
Pennsylvania
17801
570-286-6459

OFFICE HOURS
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri.
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9am- 1pm
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS
STAFF

Rev. Wiliam Henderson
Interim Pastor

Jonathan Moser
Director of Music

Donna Deppen
Operations Manager

Keith Kurtz
Sexton

COUNCIL OFFICERS

Linda Everift
President

Ken Heim
Vice President

Julie Nevin
Secretary

Steve Dagle
Treasurer

zionsunbury@ptd.net

www.zionlutheransunbury.com

FACEBOOK

— Thursday, March 7 —

Thursday, February 1
11:00a Property Committee

Monday, February 5
6:00p Worship & Music

Tuesday, February é
6:00p Executive Committee

Saturday, February 10
10a-12p Building Tour/Info

Sunday, February 11
Building Discussion after Worship
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Tuesday, February 13
6:00p Congregation Council

February 14

ASH Wednesday

4 ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 7pm:

Pastor Henderson will preside in the Nave
Imposition of Ashes ~ Holy Communion
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Thursday, February 15
4:00p Takery in Cameron Park

Monday, February 19
Church Office Closed- President’s Day

Monday, March 4

5:00p Bible Study
6:00p Worship & Music

7:00p Lenten Service
in the Chapel
Holy Communion

11:00a Property Committee

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ at Zion,
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Memorials received September 1 to December 31, 2023 Jf,mmmm

given in Memory of Cathy Zimmerman
by Robert & Rebecca Zimmerman
by Susan & Joseph Phillips

given in Memory of Jeffrey Smith
by Robert & Rebecca Zimmerman

... from the Annual Meeting held January 21, 2024.

It was shared at the meeting that Zion has received an inquiry and is
expecting a formal offer from Christ Wesleyan Church

regarding the possibility of selling our church building to them. We are not
© closing or dissolving this congregation, but are discussing this as we consid-
er our stewardship of the Zion property-a large and 100 year old building,
which while deeply meaningful in our spiritual and historical life, is a very
real diversion of our resources as a congregation- involving time, money,
constant maintenance and management on a daily basis. Council lead-
ership has been in conversation with CWC for several months looking at
multiple scenarios regarding their interest in Zion. To offer to purchase Zion was of their initiative and
as we face shrinking resources in both membership numbers and long term finance realities, leader-
ship feels this merits very serious and prayerful consideration. Pairing our own situation with the status
of large unoccupied buildings in Sunbury, we are faced with the ultimate question-what is the future
for this buildinge Can it remain a house of worship long term?2 Can we as a congregation sustain
that in the short and long term? Is God calling us to thise What will happen to this large house of wor-
ship in the near future?2 Among these practical considerations, indeed, are the emotional ones, and
they are equally compelling-where is God leading us and is this His will2 There are many questions
aft this stage; some we can answer, and others we can not answer yet. This possibility is in the very
early stages but the intent is that Christ Wesleyan's Sunbury Campus would own the building to hold
their regular Sunday services, their Friday recovery church, and use it for their extensive community
programming. Again, this is not something already decided upon or that will happen in the short
term. As we consider, a tour of the building is planned on Saturday February 10th from 10am to
noon. Bring your questions, thoughts and concerns on February 11th when we discuss this further fol-
lowing worship. Please know the outcome lies with each of our voting members and we encourage
you to pray for our congregation— called by faith to share Christ’s love with all people.

hurch Iléws

Council Election Resulis

Greg Wenrich was elected to serve for a first term of 3 years. Julie Nevin and Ann Varias
were each elected to serve a second term. Council reorganized as follows:

Officers:
President— Linda Everitt Vice President— Ken Heim
Secretary- Julie Nevin Treasurer- Steve Dagle

Council members-
JoEllen Freida, Marianne Menapace, and Chris Minnich

Watch your mailbox for Information coming soon from the Call Committee:
JoEllen Frieda, Kim Crissinger, Darvin Feger, Brad Hare,
Kristin Hogan and Abagail Ranck.



We had 16 readers at our January 10th
meeting. A great start to 2024!
Read with us and join in anytime!

FEBruary 14-1:30p IN THE PArLOT @ ZI0N
HOT'SE 8y ceratnine Brooks

MarCH 13- 7He Keeper OF HIDDEN BOOKS

BY MaDELINE Martin

]SPI' N8 IS COMINS! APTILS sook -THE FOUNDLING 3y an Leary

Can’t Wait for summer camp???

On February 11, 2024, from 2-4p.m., you can
get a Taste of Camp! Enjoy songs, food, games,

a campfire program, information on the 2024

program, and more! Those who attend get

Camel Bucks to spend in the camp store this
summer. This year’'s summer camp season will
begin June 23 and run until August 2. There are
programs for all ages from elementary to sen-

ior high, and for adults and families. If you're
looking for a place where your child can grow
in faith and have fun doing it, Camp Mount Lu-
ther is that place. questions about our summer
programs, feel free to reach out to us

at cml@campmountluther.org!
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FEBRUARY
3

GEOrsena SMITH
1 Susan PHILLIPS

KaTHY Tarasewicz
5 CaroLyn SHULTZ

1 CIndY DalLey
LOIS WILLIAMS

9 €Evy MOOre
11 LISa Nava
13 JaCkl KFEMSEr

T4 MICHAEL DOCK
vaLery EICHNEr

15 JazLyn Gunn
DOTIS KEHLEr

16 SHETTY CraéLe

18 Naba LUNDQUIST
EMMa MCALLISTER

19 HATTIET SHAFFEr
21 10N1 KaLCICH
22 Braynon DOCK

23 STEVE DadLE
JODI SCHOLVIN

25 [0€Y PINCOSKIE

21 DOTIS Farser
JO ELLEN Fri€Da

28 CHArLes eICHNEr
DaviD REIET

March
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2 AMBET PINCOSKIE

3 Harry ROBEITS, Jr.

5 JaCk MELLINGEr
LISd MErTZ

6 LESTEr RANCK

STEVEN LUNDQUIST

9 RUSS BrosCious, Jr.
Jaba Gunn

12 WaLTer conrap

13 MabaLyn senHam
pEesY GHEEN
EMILY HUNT
MELISSA RINEHIMET

1% Travis DorMan

17 LOIS MINNICH

19 ELLEN MULL
CHArLes waLter

20 KEITY LENKET
HAYLEE Nava

23 Jared PINCOSKIE

26 CLYDE DAUBEIT
BILL RUCH
DEBra TayLor

21 CHarmamne SIEsFrieD

30 KaTHY PYErs
DENNIS SHAFFET

31 TIMOTHY WILLIGMS
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APTIL

1 JOYCE KECFEr
CaLvin MELLINGET
HayDEN SCHOLL

5 [aHra frivz

1 ANBIE HEIM

9 ROWan HunT

11 Larry HErroLD, Jr
12 KTISTI HEISS

1% STEPHANIC BOYET
DILan CaMpBELL
DOLOrES GEISE

15 GIETCHEN WaLTer
17 CLark NEvin

18 BEN HEIM
Brannon KErsterier
15aaC KUNKEL
APTIL SCHOLL

19 JULIE NEVIN

21 Drew STEINET
26 KIMBETLY BUSSEY
29 Bryan WOLFE

30 DEBBIE DasLe
THOMaS FauSty
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in memory of...or in honor of loved ones.

EASTER Plant envelope to place your order inside this issue.
Or find your purple envelope included in direct mailed
offering envelope sets.

Easter is "EARLY" this year! Please Order NOW!
Deadline March15th.

Donations of any amount.

Flower Offering

Palm Sunday March 24 10am
Maundy Thursday March 28 7pm
Community Good Friday  March 29 12-3pm
Good Friday Tenebrae March 29 7pm

Easter Sunrise March 31 6:30am
Easter Breakfast following sunrise service
Easter Festival March 31 10am
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